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Emmie Blackie

SISTERS UNITE TO HONOUR 
THEIR GRANDPARENT’S 
LEGACY
Legacy means something different for 
all of us and comes in many forms.

For local lady Nicky Pummeroy it 
means sharing her grandmother’s 
war service story and performing the 
national anthem at our annual Anzac 
Day Service.

We approached Nicky and her sister 
Laura to sing following performances 
across the Goulburn Valley including 
the unveiling of the Victoria Cross 
Statues in Euroa – the girls’ hometown. 

Both the sisters’ grandparents served 
in World War II and Nicky has recently 
documented the incredible legacy her 
grandmother’s decorated service has 
given her family.

In her book A Special Kind of Service 
- the history of 2/9th AGH, Nicky’s 
grandmother Emmie Blackie wrote: 

“It is not to glorify war that men and 
women march on Anzac Day, but to 
honour those alive or dead, who at a 
given time were prepared to do what 
they considered right and their duty 
whatever the cost”.

Emmie and her husband Don A 
Blackie (AIR) never missed an Anzac 
Day march during their time in 
Warrandyte (where they brought up 
their two children following WWII) 
and Nicky and her whole family have 
a very intimate understanding of the 
importance of legacy and honouring 
these significant days on our annual 
calendar. It was only through poor 
health that Emmie and Don had to 
stop marching in their mid to late 90s.

Emmie and Don Blackie passed away 
within three months of each other 
back in 2012 and the family keeps 
their memory alive through attending 
remembrance services, sharing stories 
and photographs. The family also has 
a firm family understanding to live life 
to the fullest to honour what Emmie 
and Don, and many others, fought for 
all those years ago.

“By attending services and the 
marches I believe that I will be 
honouring not only the men and 
women who served in the war, but 
my Nan and Pa who have inspired my 
life and the life of my children and 
of whom I am so incredibly proud to 
have as my grandparents,” Nicky said.

“I named my daughter Emma after Nan 
and both my father and aunty always 
share their stories… they will always 
be a part of us,” Nicky said.

Emmie’s service during World War II 
with the Australian Army Nurse unit 
saw her posted to the 2/9th Australian 

General Hospital in South Australia, 
before embarking for Kantara on the 
banks of the Suez Canal.

She treated injured soldiers at a British 
field hospital near Alexandria in Egypt 
before being transferred to Borneo to 
treat injured Australian prisoners of 
war from Burma and Thailand – many 
of whom had worked on the infamous 
Burma Railway. During this time 
Emmie was promoted to captain for 
her work but was always extremely 
humble about her decorated service.

Emmie’s story is synonymous with 
many who served during this profound 
chapter of our war history and it is 
heartening to see young people such 
as Nicky honouring both the service 
and legacy of those who sacrificed so 
much for our country.

Nicky and her sister Laura will 
again honour the legacy of their 
grandparents when they perform at 
our Anzac Day service.
        by Christy O’Brien

Nicky Pummeroy 
& Laura Blackie 



2018 will be a very significant year as 
it marks the final year of the Centenary 
of World War 1, with the Centenary 
of Armistice Day on the 11th of 
November being the focal point.

Organisation for our Anzac Day 
Services are well under way. Full 
details of the three services are 
included in this Newsletter. This Year 
the Mooroopna Rotary Club will be 
conducting the Mooroopna Service 
with assistance from our Sub-Branch.

The Sub-Branch hosted a BBQ for our 
Young Veterans on Sunday the 18th 
of March. They are in the process of 
organising their own Sub-Committee 
with a view of get togethers and other 
activities. It is very important that 

we have an active involvement with 
our younger veterans as they are the 
future of the RSL.

Finally, a comment on the car park 
extension project which is well under 
way. We will all benefit when this 
project is finished enabling all of our 
members to attend the Sub-Branch 
at any time. Lack of car parking has 
impeded the growth of the Sub-Branch 
and the additional parking will enable 
the Sub-Branch to improve its facilities 
in the coming years.
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PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

by Bob Wilkie

The last few months has seen many 
new initiatives at the club.

The car park redevelopment, which 
will see an extra 90 spaces, is well 

underway with completion scheduled 
for late May. Thank you for your 
patience during this short term 
inconvenience. To coincide with its 
launch, we will be holding a special 
Shepparton RSL members promotion.    
I can’t give too much away but please 
keep your eyes out for a major prize 
that’s guaranteed to please. 

We have also been busy upgrading 
the venue’s air conditioning. A major 
project but something the club 
urgently needed 

Keep an eye out for our new TV 
commercial highlighting all the 
benefits our club has to offer and 
featuring one of our most popular 
staff members, Kellie J. 

Our membership numbers have been 
outstanding with many renewing on 
time and lots of new members joining. 

Last but not least, we look forward to 
seeing you at the club on Anzac Day 
when people will come from far and 
wide to celebrate this special day. 

GENERAL 
MANAGER’S 
REPORT

by Grant Tarrant

Your Welfare Committee continues 
to be heavily involved in activities 
including Bingo, Morning Melodies 
and hospital visits.

The Portsea camp was held in January 
and judging by the feedback we 

received, the participants enjoyed 
the experience. My thanks to our 
President, Bob and Committee PA 
Fiona for their assistance.

In addition, home maintenance 
enquiries are increasing as is the need 
for service members haircuts which is 
starting to impact the welfare budget.

If you are a current Service Member, 
complimentary haircuts are available 
from some local hairdressers. 
There’s Daniela’s Hair Design 
(100A Wyndham St - ph 5821 8937), 
Rebecca Watson at the Beauty Bug 

Hair Salon works from her salon or has 
a mobile service (1 Perrivale Drive - 
ph 0409 854 569) and Reno Lia hopes 
to be back on deck mid year for all his 
regulars.

We have also been working closely 
with the younger veterans and hope 
to be forming our first sub committee 
soon.

I would sincerely like to thank all 
those who unselfishly give of their 
time to assist fellow members and I 
can assure you that your efforts are 
greatly appreciated.

WELFARE 
OFFICER’S 
REPORT

by Graeme 
Bayley

Understanding DVA entitlements can 
be very confusing but doesn’t need 

to be. That’s where Goulburn Valley 
Veterans can help. Please call us and 
make an appointment to see one of 
the team. We will explain in layman’s 
terms how DVA works and assist you in 
completing any relevant paperwork. 

If you have any queries about 
Pensions, War Widows, War Graves or 
just a general enquiry, we will assist 
you to solve the matter. 

If you are not an Extreme Disable 
Adjustment or Totally & Permanently 
Disabled maybe it is time you 
considered applying for an increase in 
your Pension. 

Goulburn Valley Veteran Services 
is open Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 10am to 3pm each day. 
Phone 5831 7220. 

VETERAN 
SERVICES

by Paul 
Blackwell



DAWN SERVICE - SHEPPARTON
5.45am Assemble at the Victoria Hotel, Cnr. Wyndham & Fryers Streets
5.50am Form Up and March Departs
6.00am Dawn Service at Memorial Park - Welsford Street
6.30am Conclusion of Service 

A private breakfast will take place at the Shepparton RSL Sub-Branch for all 
Service members & their families. Proof of eligibility may be requested. 

The club will be open to the public from 9am.

ANZAC DAY SERVICE - MOOROOPNA
8.30am Congregate in front of Water Tower
8.45am March to Memorial Park
9.00am Service Commences
9.30am Conclusion of Service

COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE - SHEPPARTON
10.20am Congregate in Car Park at Shepparton RSL
10.20am Coach for those unable to march departs RSL
  (assemble at Wyndham St entrance)
10.40am Parade departs RSL for Memorial Park
  via Knight - Wyndham - Fryers & Welsford Streets
11.00am Service commences
11.45am Conclusion of Service

ANZAC DAY 2018
WEDNESDAY 25TH APRIL
The 2018 Anzac Day Service not only 
marks the 103rd anniversary of the 
Anzac landings at Gallipoli, but also 
commemorates the centenary of the 
Battle of Villers-Bretonneux. 

This famous battle marked the end of 
the German Offensive on the Somme. 
An English General called the attack 
perhaps the greatest feat of World War 
1, but sadly the victory came at a huge 
loss as 1200 Australian soldiers died 
saving this small French village.

100 years later and the French have 
never forgotten the sacrifice those 
young soldiers made. The Australian 
flag still flies over Villers-Bretonneux, 
kangaroos feature over the entrance 
of their town hall and the main street 
is named Rue de Melbourne. A plaque 
near the town hall tells the story of that 
bloody battle back in 1918.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Although seating will be provided for 
Veterans, we ask you to please bring 
your own chairs if you would like to be 
seated throughout either service.

A light lunch will be available in the 
Lone Pine Function Room at a cost of  
$5 per person. All proceeds to support 
Goulburn Valley Veteran Services.

Digger’s Bistro will be open for lunch 
and dinner and TWO UP organised for 
between 1.30 & 5pm at the rear of the 
RSL. We will also be serving hotdogs 
and there will be bar facilities outside.
   

Battle of Villers Bretonneux - 
Lieutenant Rupert Downes MC 

addressing his platoon, 
B Company,

GOING ABOVE & BEYOND
A genuine thank you to all our 
volunteers who give their time to sell 
badges and other memorabilia for the 
Anzac Appeal & Remembrance Day.  

A special thank you to Les Shard and  
Barry Nankervis as well as Chris and 
Jenny Jolly who raise approximately 
$10,000 at each appeal from stalls at 
Bunnings and Fairleys Supa IGA.

The 2018 Anzac Appeal is on 
from the 9th of April with stalls 
at various locations across the 
region. Please be sure to dig 
deep to help this special cause 
and say a big THANK YOU to our 
wonderful volunteers.



A SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY
Back by popular demand, “the real” 
Paul Hogan, with his silky smooth 
voice, will perform an afternoon of 
hit music from all your favourite 
performers. 
This is a FREE SHOW in the Lounge 
from 2pm. Bookings for lunch and 
dinner are being taken now.

MEGA MONTHLY MONSTER RAFFLE
On the last Friday of every month we  
raffle 20 electrical items with a retail 
value of over $2,000.  
Tickets go on sale at 6pm with raffle 
drawn at 7.30pm. 

MONSTER MEAT RAFFLE
This takes place every Friday night 
except the last Friday of the month.
25 x $40 Meat Trays to be won plus a 
2nd chance draw of a $100 Meat Tray. 
Tickets on sale from 6pm with raffle 
drawn at 7.30pm.

BINGO!
Wednesdays at 1pm. Includes 
complimentary tea & coffee. 

FREE COURTESY BUS
Operates Fridays and Saturdays 
from 5pm.  Services Shepparton, 
Mooroopna and Kialla.

What's on at the Club

PLANNING A FUNCTION? 
Birthdays,  Anniversaries,  Christmas Parties. . . .  we can more than cater!
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SPIN THE WHEEL 
Every Thursday night with 1st Prize 
being a $100 voucher! 11 runners 
up win a $25 voucher. Tickets on sale 
from 6pm. Drawn 7.30pm.

SATURDAY SUPER RAFFLE
10 x $40 Coles Myer vouchers and
5 x $40 Meat Trays to be won.
Tickets on sale from 11am with raffle 
drawn 12.30pm.

ALSO ON SATURDAYS
Happy Hour and a Half is on from
11.30am to 1pm.
$2 Race Tipping Competition with a 
minimum prize of $100.

MEMBERS WEEKLY JACKPOT
Prize is at least $1000 with it 
jackpotting by $100 each week.
Drawn 6.30, 7.15 & 8pm Thursdays 
& Fridays, and 11.30am, Noon & 
12.30pm Saturdays.
Member must be present to win.

FREE WEEKLY LIVE MUSIC
Every Friday night and on the last 
Saturday of each month from 8pm. 
Full lineup of bands can be found on 
our website or at Reception.

ALL YOUR SPORTING ACTION
FULL TAB facilities, Fox Sports and all 
the AFL games screened live in the big 
screen.

SPECIAL RSL CONCRETE SCULPTURE
Join us Friday April 20 at 10am for the unveiling of a 
specially handcrafted concrete sculpture which will 
feature prominently in our outside memorabilia area.

Local concreter Mark Pungitore of Concrete Culture 
Australia recently organised a master class in concrete 
carving where concrete artists from around Australia 
came to Shepparton to learn from renowned industry 
artist, Mark Hodge.

Mark Pungitore came up with the idea and has kindly 
donated the work to our Sub Branch for display.

A UNITED PROJECT FOR THE MEN’S SHED 
Members of the Mooroopna Men’s Shed have been busy 
building an additional cabinet to house our Memorial 
Crosses. 

These cabinets, which hold 6 trays of crosses, are a 
substantial project with 13 of their members having a 
hand in completing the work. 

We cannot thank them enough for taking this job on. 
These crosses are extremely important to our Sub-Branch 
as each bare the name of local service members who have 
now passed on.


