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Life Member Jack Thewlis 

the Shepparton branch of the RSL. But 
he wasn’t exactly welcomed with open 
arms. “I was told it was full up. Then 
I showed them my Nasho cards and 
they told me ‘you’re just the sort of 
bloke we’re looking for’,” he said.

It wasn’t long before Jack was selling 
poppies and badges outside shops 
and businesses.

Ten years later he put his hand up for 
the massive task of organising the 
volunteers’ roster, keeping the supply 
lines full with merchandise, ferrying 
people around and then counting up 
the money and making sure it was 
securely banked.

In between, he kept his regular job as 
a parts supervisor at Massey Ferguson 
and also organised dinner dances, 
fundraising balls and chook raffles for 
the Shepparton RSL. 

He served on the sub-branch 
committee for 12 years, including as 
vice-president for two years. He also 
served as RSL Bowls Club secretary-
treasurer for six years. 

In 2003, Jack was made a life member 
of the Shepparton RSL.

The president Bob Wilkie described 
Jack’s contribution as outstanding. 
“I totally admire what he’s done and 
what he’s still doing,” Bob said. “He’s 
such a respected member and he 
never wants accolades.”

Jack brushed off the president’s praise 
with a laugh.

“I just love the club and the people in 
it. I’ll keep going as long as I’m fit,” he 
said. “I do it because they looked after 
us - so we have to look after them.”

Bob said as volunteers got older, 
numbers were dwindling.

“It’s actually very rewarding. You catch 
up with people - we have a special 
lunch twice a year and you know 
the money raised is going to a good 
cause,” he said.

If you’d like to volunteer for future 
ANZAC and Remembrance Day 
Appeals please contact Reception 
during office hours on 5820 4100.

by John Lewis, Shepparton News
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RECOGNISING 
DECADES OF 
SERVICE 
When it comes to volunteering, Jack 
Thewlis has half a lifetime of putting 
his hand up.

“I’ve always been a volunteer - I really 
enjoy it,” he said. “You get to talk to a 
lot of people and hear stories about 
their families and their service, it’s 
very rewarding.”

Jack comes from a proud line of 
military service. His father, Archie, 
served in both world wars - as a 
regular soldier in France and Belgium 
in WWI, and as a cook in WWII.

His father’s brother was killed at 
Gallipoli, and another uncle was 
awarded the Military Cross in WWII. 
Jack’s own son served in the Australian 
Army for nine years.

Jack was a Nasho from 1954 to 1959, 
giving up his weekends and personal 
life for national military service. 
Sometimes it clashed with his footy 
playing but he always made sure he 
could be in two places at once.

“You had to apply for special leave, 
and you’d come off the ground and 
into the shower - then away you’d go 
off to the parade,” he said. “I enjoyed 
it,” he said of his national service. 
“The discipline, the fitness and the 
camaraderie - it was great.”

Growing up in the Wimmera and 
Western Districts, Jack arrived in 
Shepparton as a parts worker for 
agricultural machinery manufacturer 
Massey Ferguson in 1973.

“In those days, you had to have served 
overseas in a war to join the RSL,” Jack 
said. When the rules were changed in 
1976, Jack was first in, best dressed at 

On December 31, the Shepparton Sub-Branch 
celebrates 100 years in the local community.

The Shepparton News will publish a special 
Centenary feature in early December to 
commemorate this important milestone.

100 Years



Anzac Day saw a record crowd attend 
the Dawn Service. A large digital 
screen was used to ensure everyone 
could see proceedings and all were 
invited back to the Sub-Branch for 
breakfast – something we intend to 
continue each year. Thank you to Vice 
President Bruce Davis for assisting 
and co-ordinating the breakfast, 
together with Shepparton Lions and 
Shepparton South Rotary Clubs for 
assistance in cooking 700+ egg & 
bacon rolls.

Once again Bruce and Sandy Davis, 
together with their Volunteer Sellers 

raised in excess of $52,000 for the 
Anzac Appeal – a fantastic effort.

The “Sir Murray Bourchier Memorial” 
Project is underway and is expected 
to be completed within the next 
two years. This was aided by our 
local Federal Member Damian Drum 
obtaining a Grant of $170,000 from 
Canberra. Our Sub-Branch Committee 
have pledged $50,000 with the City 
of Greater Shepparton making a 
contribution. Our Memorabilia team 
are working closely with the Sculptor 
to ensure an accurate replica is 
created.

The Mooroopna Rotary Club have 
received a $50,000 Grant from the 
State Government to upgrade the 
Mooroopna War Memorial which is 
to include past conflicts since WW1. 
Total cost of the project is $200,000 
with the City of Greater Shepparton 
contributing funds, the Sub-Branch 

providing $10,000 and the remaining 
funds to be obtained from donations 
and fundraising.

The “I Wish I’d Asked” Project 
finished in June which involved one 
hour meetings once a week for a 
month with our Veterans and year 
10 Students from Wanganui Park 
Secondary College. The students 
showed a keen interest and being able 
to share  personal stories was great for 
our veterans. There were many laughs 
but also some amazed looks as these 
young students heard these intresting 
stories.

I am extremely happy with our current 
Trading Position. The decision to 
increase our car parking which was 
completed nearly 18 months ago 
has certainly paid dividends. This 
also would not be possible without 
the contribution from our General 
Manager Grant and his dedicated staff.

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

by Bob Wilkie

Since the last newsletter we have seen 
some significant changes at the RSL, 
some more visible than others!

As we head towards the end of 2019, 
our trading results have been positive 
with solid growth year on year. A 
fantastic result!

The car park continues to provide a 
sound platform for all our members 

and guests to have greater access to 
the RSL on a daily basis.

August 1 saw the completion of the 
installation of solar panels to the roof 
at the RSL. In excess of 250 panels 
were installed and we are already 
seeing significant savings on our 
electricity costs. 

Another stage of our air conditioning 
upgrade has also been completed, 
leaving one area to be completed in 
early 2020.

A major project on the horizon is 
an upgrade to our external signage 
around the RSL and the Committee 
and Management continue to work on 
the RSL Masterplan. 

Our promotional activity has been 
popular and I’m sure you will see new, 
exciting initiatives between now and 
the New Year.

We continue to support the most 
important part of the RSL – Our 
Veterans!... with several activities 
having been conducted and planed 
for our Young Veterans and the 
continuous support to all Veterans and 
their families. A big thank you to all 
staff, our Welfare Team and the team 
at Goulburn Valley Veteran Services. 
A job well done!

The biggest thank you goes out to 
all our staff for their tireless work 
and to our Committee and legion of 
volunteers.

GENERAL 
MANAGER’S 
REPORT

by Grant Tarrant

This is my first welfare report since 
taking over from Graeme Bayley and I 
thank everyone for their support in my 
new role. Welfare has been helping 
quite a few service members this year 

which is fantastic to see. We have 
started doing bus trips again for our 
Service and Affiliate members. The 
first one was to the new Wangaratta 
RSL and the second was a tour to see 
all our local silo art. We plan to do 
more in the new year and welcome 
any suggestions of where to visit.

Daniela from Daniela’s Hair Design is 
back working again from her salon at 
100A Wyndham Street in Shepparton. 
All Service members are welcome to 
take advantage of this service.

To all our welfare volunteers who 
do hospital visits, Bingo, and Senior 
Melodies a BIG THANK YOU.

2020 Portsea Camp letters have 
been sent out to schools and now are 
awaiting their reply and then will meet 
with the selection committee.

If you would like to join our Welfare 
Committee please come along to 
our meetings which are held on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 10.30 
am in the Committee Room.

WELFARE 
OFFICER’S 
REPORT

by
Sandra Davis JP



Lest we forgetREMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICES 
10.30am @ Shepparton & Mooroopna Cenotaphs

Current Service members and their families are invited back to
the Sub-Branch after the service for a light lunch in our Function Room.

GUEST SPEAKER SHEPPARTON: STAN WHITFORD 
Stan grew up in Strathmerton, and at 18, moved to Wonthaggi, where he 
worked for Cyclone Forgings until being called up for National Service in April 
of 1966.   Stan did a 12 month Tour of Duty in Vietnam serving as Section 
Commander, 5 Platoon B Company 7 Royal Australian Regiment.  
On his return, Stan married his long-time sweetheart Robyn and they decided 
to venture into Hotel/Motel Management. For around 40 years they worked in 
hospitality which involved multiple moves and a 7 day-a-week commitment, 
but they loved the industry and stuck at it until Stan’s retirement in 2013.  
Robyn and Stan have now settled in Shepparton and love visits from their two 
sons and their families. 
Previously Vice President of the Ararat RSL Sub-Branch, Stan is now a valued 
committee member of our Sub-Branch, voted in early this year. 

GUEST SPEAKER MOOROOPNA: GRAEME BAYLEY
Born in New Zealand, at the age of 9 Graeme’s family returned to Australia at 
the termination of his father’s employment contract.
Graeme left school at 17 and started work with a large life insurance company, 
MLC in 1965. Three years later he started his two year army conscription 
obligation having been called up for National Service. 
During basic training he was allocated to the corps of Infantry and later was 
posted to the Australian Reinforcement Unit. On arriving in Vietnam he was 
posted to C Company 4 RAR where he joined 8 Platoon as a Section Scout.
Although Graeme returned home to a mixed reaction from the public, he 
enjoyed his period of National Service and has made some life-time friends.
He joined the RSL in the 70’s and has been a contributing member ever since. 

Goulburn Valley Veterans has 
recently become Incorporated as the 
Goulburn Valley Veterans Centre. This 
will hopefully allow more scope in 
obtaining extra funding for Veterans 
and War Widows.  It doesn’t matter 
if you served overseas or within 
Australia, be it Permanent or Reservist, 
if you have a condition that you 
attribute to your service, you may be 
entitled to an approved benefit.

If you have any questions about 
any entitlements, please make an 
appointment with one of our Trained 
Officers/Advocate’s who will explain to 
you in layman’s terms how DVA works 
and assist you with paperwork.

If you are considering applying for 
an increase in your pension or if you 
simply have an inquiry, we will do our 
utmost to assist you.

Our centre is open 10am to 4pm 
Monday to Thursday.  P: 5831 7220 
e: info@gvveterans.com.au

Are you a young veteran or know 
someone who is?

The Goulburn Valley Young Veterans 
Group was formed so that young 
vets, who appreciate the true value 
of mateship, can come together in 
a social environment with others of 
similar background. 

There are a number of special 
functions and excursions held each 
year and members receive discounts 
on all beverages, many menu items 
plus a weekly $5 food and beverage 
voucher (conditions apply).

For further information please visit 
reception or call 03 5820 4100 
during business hours.

PRELIMINARY NOTICE OF 
GENERAL MEETING
TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER, 2019
2 pm -  Shepparton RSL Sub-Branch 

The prime purpose of this meeting is to 
adopt amendments to By Law 10A as 
passed at the 2019 State Conference. 

VETERAN 
SERVICES

by Paul 
Blackwell

GOULBURN 
VALLEY YOUNG 
VETERANS

by
Karen Holmes
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LOOKING FOR A GIFT IDEA?
We have venue vouchers available 
in your chosen value, that are 
redeemable for food and beverages 
and presented nicely in special gift 
card pockets. 

MEMBERS CASH MANIA 
Imagine having 9 chances each week 
to win cash!  
Every Thursday night, Shepparton RSL 
members have the chance to win up to 
$5,000.
There are 9 draws between 6.30 
and 8.30pm and if the jackpot isn’t 
claimed, it will increase by $500 each 
week. 
When it hits $5,000, we will keep 
drawing numbers that night until a 
winner is found. The only catch is that 
you must be present during the draw 
to win the cash!
2nd Chance Draw 
Swipe your Members Card whenever 
you make a purchase between 6pm 
& 8.30pm and put your receipt in the 
entry box! 
At 8.30pm, we will draw the winner of 
a $100 venue voucher.
Happy Hour & a Half is 5.30 - 7pm. 

RAFFLES
Monster Meat Raffle (Fridays):
Prizes: 25 x $40 meat trays plus a 2nd 
chance draw for a $100 meat tray all 
supplied by Fairleys Supa IGA.
Tickets on sale from 6pm, drawn 7.30pm.

Super Spinner: (last Fri of month)
Prizes: 10 x $200 retail vouchers 
plus all winners get to spin the Super 
Spinner prize with the goal of winning 
that month’s cash jackpot.  
Tickets on sale from 6pm, drawn 7.30pm.

Saturday Raffle:
Prizes include Coles Myer vouchers 
and meat trays from Fairleys Supa IGA.
On sale from 11am, drawn  12:30pm.

IN DECEMBER JOIN US FOR 3 WEEKS 
OF HAM RAFFLES ON A THURS & FRI 
NIGHT PLUS SAT MORNING.

ALSO ON SATURDAYS
Happy Hour and a Half is on from
11.30am to 1pm.
$2 Race Tipping Competition with a 
minimum prize of $100.

ALL YOUR SPORTING ACTION
FULL TAB facilities, Fox Sports + all the 
big name sport live on the big screen.

What's on at the Club

PLANNING A FUNCTION? 
Birthdays,  Anniversaries,  Christmas Parties. . . .  we can more than cater!

FREE COURTESY BUS
Services Shepparton, Mooroopna 
& Kialla from 5pm every Friday and 
Saturday night.

FREE WEEKLY LIVE MUSIC
Every Friday night from 8pm we put a 
free show on in the Member’s Lounge. 
Full lineup of bands can be found on 
our website or at Reception.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
It will help you keep up to date on 
events and special promotions.

BINGO!
Wednesdays at 1pm. Includes 
complimentary tea & coffee.  
(Bingo will take a break after Dec 18, 
returning  Feb 5).

SENIOR MELODIES
Held the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month from noon to 2pm. Includes 
lunch. To book, please see Reception.

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS
Dec 25: Entire club closed
Dec 26: Club open/Bistro closed
Jan 1: Club open/Bistro closed.
* Full T&Cs of all promotions can be 
found at Reception.

ROCK around the WORLD
A comical journey with Dave Allen & Ronnie Soul playing 50s, 60s and 70s Rock & Roll

FREE SHOW - NEW YEARS EVE
in the Members
Lounge

WWW.SHEPPARTONRSL.COM


